
Jesus, our Savior, 

You invite us to the great work of the 

family of Holy Cross founded by 

Blessed Basil Moreau. You invite us to be collaborators

in the mission of serving as Educators in the Faith. We

are called to share our gifts and talents so that together

we may prepare the world for better times. 

Look upon us now as we call to you in our need. Enliven

our Faith, strengthen our Hope, and enkindle our Love.

Unite our Holy Cross family more firmly to yourself so

that together we may strive to make God known, loved,

and served, and thus save souls. 

May your Cross be our only Hope so that we may boldly

stride to the great mission that you have called us to.

Possessing this Hope, make us as the stars of heaven as

we prepare citizens for this world and the world to come. 

We make this prayer through you, who together with the

Father and the Holy Spirit, live and reign forever and

ever.

Amen.

Important Celebrations during 
Holy Cross Heritage Month

Feast of
St. André Bessette

Celebrate

To learn more about these important figures and

to access resources for Holy Cross Heritage

Month, please visit: holycrossmonth.org

Feast of
Bl. Basil Moreau

Death Anniversary of
Mother Mary of the

Seven Dolors

Birthday of
Venerable Patrick Peyton

Celebration of
Catholic Schools Week

January 6 - February 2, 2026

Feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord

Prayer for Holy Cross 
Heritage Month 

Holy Cross Heritage Month is a ministry of the 
Congregation of Holy Cross, United States Province of Priests and Brothers

P.O. Box 1064, Notre Dame, IN 46556-1064

January 9

January 25-31

February 2

January 29

January 20

January 6



Holy Cross Heritage Month is a collaborative and
dynamic initiative that engages the diverse
ministries and apostolates of Holy Cross
throughout the United States with the aim to
celebrate their shared charism, and to deepen their
sense of and connection to our mission as educators
in the faith. Join this annual awareness month
celebrating the nearly 200-year-old mission of the
Congregation of Holy Cross in making God known,
loved, and served in the world.

What is Holy Cross 
Heritage Month? 

Education Parish Mission

Wherever we work we assist others not only to recognize
and develop their own gifts but also to discover the
deepest longing in their lives.

-Constitutions of the Congregation of Holy Cross, 2:16

“We shall always place education side by side with instruction; the
mind will not be cultivated at the expense of the heart. While we
prepare useful citizens for society, we shall likewise do our utmost to
prepare citizens for heaven.”

There are five themes that often emerge in Holy Cross

education and are evident whether one is speaking of a

school in India or Indiana:

Mind: Seeking understanding through the integration of

faith and reason. 

Heart: Discerning our personal vocation in service to the

Church and world. 

Zeal: Fueling the desire to offer our gifts for the good of all

people. 

Family: Embracing Christian community as the context

for lifelong formation. 

Hope: Trusting in the cross and God’s promise for the

kingdom. 

While the work of Holy Cross began in education and

parish ministry, our mission takes us across borders of

every sort. Our mission includes outreach ministries to

the poor, spiritual ministries for families, and a Catholic

publishing house. 

Our mission also includes international ministries,

where we seek to educate the hearts and minds of people

around the globe.

The first Holy Cross Priests were recruited by Blessed

Basil Moreau to preach in parishes and assist diocesan

clergy in the French countryside. After Fr. Edward Sorin,

C.S.C., crossed the Atlantic and settled in Northern

Indiana, he ventured out on horseback as a circuit rider

to celebrate Mass and the Sacraments for Catholics who

rarely saw a priest.

Eventually, he founded a number of parishes in the area.

Today, we staff parishes in the United States and one in

Mexico, focusing the Congregation’s resources on

parishes with schools and those that serve the poor.

We also provide parish assistance in dioceses

throughout the United States.

AVE CRUX, SPES UNICA

Learn more about our international missions:

holycrossusa.org/mission-center/

 - Blessed Basil Moreau, C.S.C.


